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Executive Directorôs Foreword 

The Global Pandemic has significantly impacted the way we conduct our daily activities. It has given the PngCJE more opportunities to    

explore innovative methods to deliver programs for Judges, Magistrates and Court Staff. Our team has successfully delivered three workshops 

in the past month in spite of the threat of Covid-19. It is our commitment to excellence and focus on improving access to Justice in Papua 

New Guinea through judicial education and training that energizes us. 

There are a number of workshops and seminars scheduled for the remainder of 2020 which should take our total delivery output to 30 

training activities. There are many areas that are being explored and cross cutting issues such as gender equality, HIV/AIDS awareness and 

gender based violence are being integrated in many workshops.  

We have implemented the use of technology more in our programs and covid-19 has to a large extent created the opportunity to embrace   

virtual learning. Many of our meetings are now done remotely to promote effective use of software while ensuring that social distancing is 

done. We are actively examining learning management systems with determinations being made in due course to provide a platform for          

e-learning for our stakeholders.  

The transition to the regional role in judicial education and training for the Pacific Islands in the form of the PicCJE is expected to be 

complete by the end of this year. Under the leadership of our Chairman and Chief Justice Sir Gibuma Gibbs Salika, GCL, KBE, CSM, OBE, 

we have been able to make tremendous progress with our institutional capacity building and infrastructure development.  

I encourage you to read through the newsletter and get more insights into PngCJE and the progress we are making in this time of the       
Covid-19. We continue to add more offerings at the PngCJE and are currently in our planning cycle for 2021. We welcome your comments, 

concerns or queries and are happy to share this newsletter with you. 
 

Best wishes,  

 

John Carey, JP 

Executive Director, PngCJE 
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HELLO again everyone. 
 
Welcome to the second issue of the PngCJE Updates, the Judicial Education newsletter that provides 
updates on the latest happenings within the PNG judiciary and other jurisdictions in the Pacific     
region. 
Our highlights for this issue will be a look at a number of training programs conducted by 

PngCJE particularly the protocol training for the support staff of the Chief Justice and Deputy Chief 
Justice of Papua New Guinea, and the induction program for the five newly appointed judges of the 
PNG Supreme and National Courts. Both of these programs were successfully completed just a few 
weeks after the uplift of the Covid-19 State of Emergency (SOE) in PNG. A big thank you to the 
PngCJE team for ensuring the smooth running of these very important yearly training activities and 
also a sincere appreciation to the training facilitators who had made time available to impart their  
professional knowledge and skills. 
With regard to the Covid-19, articles on pages 10 to 12 will cover highlights of the judiciaryôs 

ongoing response to the threat of the pandemic, and its effort to maintain a safe and secure Court  
environment. One of the key measures taken by the judiciary is the launching of an emergency      
response clinic within the Waigani court premises in Port Moresby. The health facility has been set up 
in partnership with the St Johnôs Ambulance service and will see a paramedic and a nursing officer 
attending to health and safety emergencies within the court premises. Other relevant measures       
involved the establishment of an emergency response committee and the issuance of standard     
workplace protocols for staff, court users and the public.  
Due to the recent and ongoing changes in public policy as the Government responds to the   

Covid-19 pandemic, PngCJE has postponed some of its programs and activities to the second half of 
the year. The Editorial then decided to invite professionals and stakeholders in the law and justice 
arena to contribute articles to this issue, which some did and we would like to thank them              
accordingly.  
The PngCJE Editorial team sincerely expresses its gratitude to all the contributors who have sent 

in their articles for this issue - Mrs. Enid Kantha of the International Organization of Migration, for 
reiterating the need for Courts to increase their knowledge in recognizing Trafficking in Persons (TIP) 
cases that are usually masked by other crimes such as Gender-Based Violence; Justice John Absalom 
Keniapisa of the High Court of the Solomon  Islands for his personal testimony of his journey from 
being a lawyer to sitting on the bench as a judge; and, the Deputy Registrar, Mr David Gonol of the 
PNG Supreme and National Courts for informing us of the expected standard of service that court 
users should receive from the PNG Supreme Court Registry .    
To conclude, the last few months have been like charting a course through unknown waters, due 

to the threat of the pandemic, but despite this challenge, the PNG Centre for Judicial Excellence was 
able to deliver on a number of its key training priorities. We thank our stakeholders and partners for 
their continuous support in promoting judicial education and awareness and we wish all our esteemed 
readers a safe three months till our next issue.  
In the meantime, do expect the publication of our ñSPECIAL EDITIONò newsletter anytime 

from now. The Special Edition will feature our recent developments towards transitioning to the   
Pacific Island Countries Centre for Judicial Excellence (PicCJE), plus interview segments of our 
Chief Justice and the Deputy Chief Justice.  
 
 
 
 
Stay safe.  
 
 
Debbie Laudiwana 
Editor in Chief 
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THE Chief Justice and Deputy Chief Justiceôs support staff have been 

issued with important tools to continue improving their performance 

and maintaining efficiency in their respective duties.  

The Chief Justice Hon. Sir Gibuma Gibbs Salika, GCL, KBE, 

CSM, OBE opened the Judicial Protocol workshop with strong words 

of encouragement, reminding the officers of their professional duties 

and the offices they represent.  

ñYou are the face of the Office of the Chief Justice and the    

Office of the Deputy Chief Justice. How you act, behave and conduct 

yourself directly reflects the offices of the Chief Justice and the   

Deputy Chief Justice,ò said the Chief Justice.  

His Honor said the two offices were Constitutional Offices that 

require the highest standards of professionalism to paint a better   

picture to other jurisdictions. He welcomed the participants and said 

the training was important and necessary as it will equip the officers 

Judicial Protocol for CJ and DCJôs Support Staff 

TOP: NJSS Protocol Manager, Mr Joshua Konga doing his 

presentation as participants from the offices of the Chief 

and Deputy Chief Justiceõs listen attentively. 

ABOVE: The Support Staff of the Office of the Chief Justice 

and the Office of the Deputy Chief Justice posing for a  

picture with PngCJE Deputy Executive Director, Mr Sam  

Kaipu, OBE (wearing a tie), outside the new PngCJE            

Conference Room. The new PngCJE Conference Room will 

now host most of the judicial education and training       

programs and activities. Pictures by GIDEON KINDIWA.  

with the proper work attitude, ethics and behavior to continue with 

their respective duties.  

The one-day training was held on June 19 at the new PngCJE 

Training Room at the Waigani Supreme and National Court   

Complex in Port Moresby.  

PngCJE Deputy Executive Director, Mr Sam Kaipu, OBE 

opened the sessions with a presentation on the position of the 

Chief Justice explaining the separation of powers in the           

government, the roles of the Head of State and the National     

Executive Council in the appointment of the Chief Justice and the 

Deputy Chief Justice and the duty of staff with respect to the   

office they serve.  

NJSS Protocol Manager, Mr Joshua Konga presented on   

Judicial Protocol and deliberated on the various professional   

technicalities and processes of protocol when dealing with events, 

activities, logistics etc. involving the Chief and Deputy Chief  

Justices, as well and other national or foreign judges. 

Also facilitating the sessions were PngCJE staff members Ms 

Debbie Laudiwana (Research and Publications Manager), Ms 

Olivia Paru (Secretary), Ms Susie Vaieke (Secretary) and Mr  

Tongia Kekebogi (Program Officer ï Judicial Officers).  

Ms Laudiwana presented an interactive session on Setting 

Priorities, Meeting Deadlines and Punctuality. Ms Olivia Paru 

joined Mr Tongia Kekebogi on a presentation on Developing 

Checklists and Templates, and again joined Ms Susie Vaieke on a 

session on Client Service.  

Mr Kaipu took over the afternoon sessions covering topics on 
Communication, and Allocation of Tasks and Supervision, and 

wrapped it up with an evaluation of the workshop.  
The workshop, which was designed and delivered by PngCJE 

Program Officer for NJSS Staff Mr Peter Michael has proved  
useful and has been a success with so many positive feedbacks 

from the participants.  
 
 

 

You are the face of the Office of the Chief 

Justice and the Office of the Deputy Chief 

Justice. How you act, behave and conduct 

yourself directly reflects the offices of the 

Chief Justice and the Deputy Chief Justice. 

- #ÈÉÅÆ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ (ÏÎȢ 3ÉÒ 'ÉÂÕÍÁ 'ÉÂÂÓ 3ÁÌÉËÁ 

ñ 

ò 
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FIVE newly appointed judges of the Supreme and National Court of 

Papua New Guinea have undergone an orientation workshop with 

PngCJE to equip themselves with the necessary skills to function in 

their duties on the bench.  

The week-long Judicial Orientation Workshop spanning June 29 

to July 3 was held for Justice Regina Sagu, Justice Dr Vergil       

Narokobi, Acting Justice Paul Tusais, Acting Justice Elizabeth Nalaii 

Suelip and Acting Justice Paulus Mapa Dowa.  

The Chief Justice Hon. Sir Gibuma Gibbs Salika, GCL, KBE, 

CSM, OBE welcomed the new judges and reminded them of the   

judicial power and authority they now possess and the responsibility 

that comes with it.  

ñThe judicial power and authority of the people of Papua New 

Guinea has been vested upon you and I. This is a very important   

constitutional duty for us. We are not mandated by election into office 

but by the Constitution. We donôt go for elections, like in some other 

countries, but we are mandated by the Constitution upon merit. The 

judicial power belongs to the people. We are simply custodians of that 

power,ò said the Chief Justice.  

ñPower comes with responsibility. Our role is to use that power 

with utmost care, diligence and responsibility. We are custodians of 

the Constitution and of the Rule of Law. To do that, we need to be 

continuously reminded and addressed of the changes taking place and 

what is happening around the world and in the country. This       

workshop is therefore aimed at clearly showing us our roles and    

duties and how to do those efficiently. Serving judges will tell you of 

their experiences and how they go about managing their work and 

dealing with cases. 

ñThis week is specifically dedicated to those of you who are now 

transitioning from the bar to the judging bench. Itôs a transition for 

you as new judges to move from your lifestyle of being a lawyer to a 

new lifestyle of being a judge. Itôs not an easy task being a judge, 

itôs a difficult job. We were not taught to become judges at     

university or at the Legal Training Institute, but to become      

lawyers. You get appointed to the bench to be a judge upon merit. 

So, I would like to thank PngCJE for facilitating this very       

important workshop.ò 

Senior judges who facilitated the workshop included the 

Chief Justice, Justice Nicholas Kirriwom, CMG, Justice Les 

Gavara-Nanu, OBE, CSM, Justice Panuel Mogish, CSM, Justice 

David Cannings CBE, Justice Collin Makail and Justice Jeffrey 

Shepherd.  

Other facilitators from the NJSS included National and    
Supreme Court Registrar Ian Augerea, Robert Tonny, Smith 
Tende, Tony Kila, Serah Paua, Pavora Marupi, Bruce Ifina and 
Kwara Giriwa.  

New Judges undergo Judicial Orientation Workshop  

From left: Justice Collin Makail, Acting Justice Paul Tusais, Acting Justice Elizabeth Suelip, Justice Regina Sagu, Chief 

Justice Sir Gibuma Gibbs Salika GCL, KBE, CSM, OBE, Acting Justice Paul Mapa Dowa, Justice Dr Vergil Narokobi,                 

Justice Nicholas Kirriwom, CMG and Justice David Cannings, CBE.  

Top: PngCJE Deputy Executive Director Mr Sam Kaipu, OBE, giving the opening announcements for the workshop.  

Pictures by GIDEON KINDIWA  
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THE Covid-19 pandemic has affected the normal conduct of business 
and activities all over the world. Jurisdictions from many countries 
have adapted new ways of doing business with some succeeding and 
some failing. In terms of the administration of justice, ñJustice delayed 
is justice denied,ò as once famously stated by former British Prime 
Minister and Statesman William Ewart Gladstone in the 1800s.  
The PNG Judiciary has been doing its very best, and continues to 

do so, to control and prevent the contraction and spread of the disease 
whilst conducting the business of running courts and administering 
justice on matters before the courts.  
Supreme and National Courts Registrar, Mr Ian Augerea issued 

ñnew normalò protocols and a public notice to be followed by judges, 
the judiciary staff, lawyers, parties to court cases and the public for 
guidance and compliance with legal requirements of the state of  
emergency (SOE) declared by the Government and with the health 
requirements of the pandemic. 
As part of the preventive measures, the NJSS has published    

protocols for its staff, court users and the public to abide by. A    
Covid-19 Emergency Response Committee has been formed and 
headed by PngCJE Finance Manager, Mr Gitu Lago. The Committee 
worked in line with the protocols and has established certain 
measures.  

 
Measures taken 
 

¶ Worked in partnership with St Johns Ambulance to set up a  
Covid-19 Response Clinic within the Court premises to respond 
to emergencies; 

¶ Set up markings for social distancing on pavements and          
platforms; 

¶ Set up and installed sinks, water taps, hand wash soaps, and    
tissues at the Court entrances; 

¶ Installed hand sanitizers in front of every doorway; 

¶ Issued face masks for all staff members; 

¶ Issued face masks and hand gloves for all drivers and security 
personnel; 

¶ Set up check points for all staff and court users to undergo      
temperature check before entering the Court premises; 

¶ Kept track of all staff members; and 

¶ Provided transport for all staff members to prevent them using 
public transport.  

 
ñAs part of our efforts to keep the courthouse safe, we have issued 
instructions to everybody around the country,ò said Mr Augerea. 
ñI have issued two protocols and a public notice to all court    

locations to guide the use of the court facilities during this time as we 
are under the threat of the virus.ò 
He said hand-washing sinks would also help court users to    

maintain hygiene. 
ñThe foot path has been marked one metre apart for the public to 

maintain social distancing. 
ñWe also have at our gate security officers with face masks, hand 

sanitizers and thermometer guard as we try to maintain the directions 
given by the Government.ò 
Electronic means of filing cases have been put to use during the 

State of Emergency (SOE). All documents for filing on all existing 
cases were sent to the registry by email and filling was processed and 
returned to parties by email in sealed copies.  Tele-conferencing 
equipment was installed in court rooms 8 and 9 and the conference 
room. 
The National and Supreme Court sittings in Waigani, NCD,    

resumed under the ñnew normalò ï no facemasks, no entry ï and the 
same applies for national courts throughout the country. 

Mr Augerea said while the courts will be open, public access 
to courtrooms will remain restricted, with strict protocols to be 
adhered to. 

 
Some protocols that were put into use 
 

¶ Any person entering courtroom in this capacity must wear a 
face mask; 

¶ Any person entering a courtroom must use a hand sanitizer 
prior to entering the court premises and the court rooms; 

¶ Any person entering any courtroom must maintain 1.5    
metres of distance between him/herself and any other person 
in court; 

¶ Entry into any courtroom by persons observing court       
proceedings is restricted to no more than five persons; 

¶ Access will be supervised and authorized by security       
officers; and 

¶ Personnel access to all registry counters will be restricted to 
only 3 to 4 persons at one time. All persons gaining access to 
the registry counter must adorn a mask. 

 
 

COVID-19 Protocols for Safe and Secure Courts 

Above: Supreme and National Court Registrar Mr Ian 

Augerea washing his hands after launching the newly 

installed water taps at the entrance of the Court House 

at Waigani, Port Moresby.  

Left: One of the many 

signs placed around on 

the Waigani Court     

premises to remind staff 

and court users about  

social distancing. Pictures 

by GIDEON KINDIWA 
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AS part of the measures taken to combat the pandemic, the PNG        
Judiciary, in partnership with the St Johnôs Ambulance has set up an 
Emergency Response Clinic within the Waigani Court premises.  
The Chief Justice Hon. Sir Gibuma Gibbs Salika, GCL, KBE, CSM, 

OBE, formally opened the clinic on June 23, along with the Supreme and 
National Court Registrar Mr Ian Augerea.  
The Chief Justice said, although the clinic was specifically set up to 

attend to Covid-19 emergencies at the courts, other emergencies are also 
to be attended to and this was a step towards creating and maintaining a 
safe environment for everyone, staff, clients and public included.  
ñWeôve had cases where lawyers, clients, or judges have cardiac 

arrests or other physical and health emergencies, and having this clinic 
right here in our premises will greatly help in terms of attending to   
emergencies and stabilizing patients before sending them to hospitals,ò 
said the Chief Justice.  
ñWe have had issues where lawyers get into stressful conditions that 

should be treated and also people in the premises who are affected by 
stress,ò His Honor said. 
His Honor thanked the St Johnôs staff for their partnership in       

ensuring the safety of the judges, court staff and users through the      
installation of the clinic.  
The clinic staff includes Health Extension Officer (HEO), Ms 

Rachael Pyokol and nursing officer, Ms Enai Idana. In light of the events 
leading up to the clinic being formally opened, a lawyer was saved by 
paramedic Ms Pyokol.  
ñWhen I rushed to the room, I found the lawyer lying on the floor. 

By then he was cold and pale, and I couldnôt feel his pulse,ò said Ms 
Pyokol. 
She called the St John Ambulance and informed them about a      

possible cardiac arrest emergency case. 
ñI tried CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation) on the lawyer but it 

didnôt work,ò she said.  

New St John Emergency Clinic at the Waigani Court Complex  

ñWhen I put the automated external defibrillator pads on, 
the mode on the machine advised me to shock the patient. I 
shocked the patient three times together with CPR. 
ñSuch situations are difficult for paramedics like myself, 

but I continued and finally on the third attempt he gasped for 
air.ò 
The clinic has begun its first aid service on June 2     

treating staff and lawyers at the Waigani Court Complex. 

Chief Justice Hon. Sir Gibuma Gibbs Salika, GCL, KBE, CSM, OBE, cutting the 

ribbon to   formally open the St John Emergency Clinic at the Waigani Supreme 

and     National Courts premises in Port Moresby.  

NJSS Covid-19 Emergency Response 

Committee Chairman, Mr Gitu Lago, 

standing beside a clinical bed in the new 

St John Clinic.                                          

Pictures by GIDEON KINDIWA  

Chief Justice Hon. Sir Gibuma Gibbs Salika, GCL, KBE, 

CSM, OBE, giving a speech before opening the Clinic 

while the   Supreme and National Court Registrar, Mr Ian 

Augerea and the St. Johnõs Staff look on.  
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